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Claims 6 and 15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim16 is allowed. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claiml is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by England 
discloses a device comprising a platform securing Trench means (15) for securing a 
users feet a fulcrum 12 capable of contacting and holding the platform above a surface 
said fulcrum contacting the platform anywhere along its bottom. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
England. 

England discloses the device of claims 8-12 substantially as claimed absent the 
teaching of the device being manufactured of metal plastic or wood being transparent 
acrylic, and having indicia. 
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The examiner notes that to manufacture components of exercise devices of 
plastic is known and that to manufacture components of exercise devices of plastic is 
known and that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
manufacture any or all of the components of England of plastics would and been 
obvious for reason such as cost reduction. 

The examiner also notes that acrylic is plastic and that to manufacture 
components of clear acrylic is obvious and known usually for the purpose of aesthetics. 

The examiner also notes that any label or marking on the component of England 
is considered as indicia (Ex a letter, a serial number etc). 

In regard to claim 13, the examiner notes that the fulcrum of England has a 
degree of gripping power/adhesion. 

In regard to claim 14 the examiner considers any writing or labeling on a device 
as indicia. 

Claims 1-5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Timmer. 

Timmer discloses a device as claimed including the feature of the device 
including an adhesive as broadly claimed. The applicant has not claimed an specifics of 
the adhesion qualities of fulcrum. 

In regard to claim 3, note the shape of figs 24 and 25 of Timmer. 
Donnelly/DI 
January 6, 2004 



